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Mr. San Diego, Stephen P. Cushman 

Thursday 

September 19, 2013 

Liberty Station 

Conference Center 

  

NEXT MEETING 

Carl Kruse 

District Governor 

Rotary District 5340 
 
Come early and mingle, have a 

beverage, and listen as Carl 

shares his passion for Rotary 

and encourages us all to be a 

Torchbearer. He will weave his 

story of carrying three Olympic 

Torches into how that experi-

ence has changed his life. 

We will be showcasing our own 

Torchbearers; this is your op-

portunity to get to know some 

of the Club’s committees and to 

join committees that you have 

an interest in.  

Stan Hartman 

Chair of the Day 

H undreds of 

members of San 

Diego's culturally and 

professionally diverse 

citizens came together in 

Liberty Station to con-

gratulate this year's Mr. 

San Diego, Stephen P. 

Cushman. The celebra-

tory event began with a 

reception for his many 

friends and family. 

President Chuck presided over the festivi-

ties by first welcoming all and bringing 

Peter Duncan to the podium to lead the 

Pledge, followed by the singing of America 

The Beautiful with Greg Zinser on the 

piano. 

     It was a lovely moment to hear Past 

President (1959-1960) Shelly Brockett 

sing out with the powerful and beautiful 

voice he has always had in all of his 100 

years being celebrated today!  Listening to 

him brought such joy to so many as he has 

been an integral member of our club for a 

very, very long time. Joining in 1945, 

Shelly is our oldest member, but surely one 

of our most youthful in attitude and spirit. 

He was regaled by the Club 33 Singers 

with an original song, and presented with a 

birthday cake with one blazing candle.  It 

was blown out easily by Shelly. The happy 

applause from the audience gave evidence 

to the love so many feel for him. There are 

many personal occasions marked in this 

family we know as Rotary, and acknowl-

edging Shelly's birthday was a true hall-

mark of the fellowship we share. 

     Bert Wahlen rose to the challenge to 

find upbeat news, and Honorary Member, 

Betty Peabody, came forth with a lovely 

inspirational moment. She gave praise and 

thanks to Stephen for all the work he has 

done for the community through his many 

civic involvements over the years.  

     Past President Fred Frye was intro-

duced as Chair of the Day, but also served 

double duty as the co-chair of the Past 

President's committee in choosing this 

year's Mr. San Diego. Fred gave a con-

densed version of how this award came 

to be and the process of selection. Many 

introductions were given to past recipi-

ents as well as to last year's honoree, 

Father Joe Carroll. 

     Father Joe, with great humor and ob-

vious affection, gave tribute to Steve as 

this year's honoree. His remarks were 

centered around Steve's 'speech impedi-

ment.' In a nutshell, Steve says 'yes' to 

everything and anyone who asks for his 

advice, counsel, hard work or persever-

ance in a worthy cause. He does not 

apparently know how to form the word 

'No.' Father Joe noted that Rotary has 

now chosen “another car salesman” two 

years in a row—a leap from the bottom 

of the heap to the top! Father Joe always 

encouraged Steve to do well, as his good 

business meant generous donors would 

thereby give Father Joe their used vehi-

cles. Everyone wins.  

     With a rousing introduction, this 

year's designee stepped to the podium 

and received a standing ovation congrat-

ulating him on his achievement. True to 

his values, Steve remarked that he was 

looking at a room full of people who had 

worked over the years to make San Die-

go what it has become today. He carries 

his father Elliott's, Rotary badge as a 

reminder that, as a child, he watched his 

family work to lift up the community 

through service. He has had the privilege 

of knowing nearly all of the previous 60 

recipients of this prestigious award. He 

acknowledged his family and all the 

many friends that were present. His wish 

for today was to highlight the "Pathways 

to Involvement' theme that he chose to 

commemorate this year's program.  

     PP Fred proceeded to introduce three 

important members of San Diego's infra  

Continued on page four 

Geri Warnke 

Editor 



IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 19—11:00 a.m.  

Club 33’s Committee Showcase at 

Liberty Station 

Sept. 25—5:00 p.m. 

Annual Fall Tennis Tournament at 

the Barnes Tennis Center 

Oct. 1—5:30 p.m. 

Grotarian Event at Jr. Achieve-

ment’s BizTown 

Oct. 11—Rotary Golf at the San 

Diego Country Club 
 

Register for events at  

www.rotary33.org or 

www.rotary5340.org 

 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 9/17 

Register for “Going for Rotary 

Gold” with keynote speaker Olym-

pian Mary O. Andrews at the 

Crowne Plaza in Mission Valley.  

Festivities start at 5:30 PM.  Sign 

up here. 

 

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD 

AT LIBERTY STATION 

CONFERENCE CENTER 
 

SEPTEMBER 

26  Marney Cox 

 SANDAG 

 

OCTOBER 

3  Pradeep Khosla 

 Chancellor, UCSD 

  

10  Jacopo Annese, Ph.D. 

 Assistant Professor of 

 Radiology and 

 Founder of The Brain 

 Observatory, UCSD 
 

17  Susan Taylor 

 Executive Director 

 External Affairs 

 Scripps Health  
 

24  Matt Anderson 

 Director of Behavioral 

 Psychology 

 San Diego Zoo  

 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

SEPTEMBER 19 
Membership  Room 203 

Richard Ledford 

Gene Sapper 

Monty McIntyre 

Todd Hoff 

Paul Byrne 

Rod Eales 

Rick Gulley 

Paul Van Roon 

Richard Coutts 

Joan Friedenberg 

Ray King 

Doug Wilson 

Jeff Wiemann 

Will Newbern 

Al Wasserman 

Julie Dubick 

Sept. 17 

17 

18 

18 

18 

19 

19 

21 

22 

22 

23 

23 

23 

23 

23 

25 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

      

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Liberty Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning Road, San Diego, 92106 

Charles J. Pretto, President  �  Bruce A. Hunt, Executive Director  

Rotary Club of San Diego  �  2247 San Diego Avenue, Ste. 233, San Diego, CA 92110-2943 

Phone: 619/299-3309  Fax: 619/299-3340 �  e-mail: bruce@rotary33.org  �  website: http://www.rotary33.org 

 

OUR STRATEGIC VISION 
 

Club 33 will be the premier service 

organization in the San Diego 

region, providing the most extensive 

opportunities for philanthropy, 

volunteerism, business development, 

leadership and fellowship. 

In Memoriam 

Frank V. Arrington 

San Diego Rotary Club 

1993-2013 

 

William L. Dick 

San Diego Rotary Club 

1972-2013 

There will be a celebration of 

life for Frank Arrington from 

5-7 p.m. Oct. 17th at the 

San Diego Yacht Club. 

 

Services for Bill Dick at 

All Souls Episcopal Church 

Date TBD 

The Election is Coming!!! 
 

Our Club’s election of future leaders is rapidly 

approaching.  This is one of the most important 

things we members do.  It is critical to the long 

term stability and growth of Club 33.  Defined by 

our By-Laws, there are certain important dates in 

the process.  While the Nominating Committee has 

been working diligently to generate a slate of the 

best candidates, it is still possible for members to 

make nominations.  The deadline for at-large 

nominations is this coming Thursday, September 

19, at which time nominations close.  If you would 

like to serve on the Board, or recommend another 

Rotarian, please contact Jo Dee Jacob, Nominating 

Committee Chair, or one of the following Commit-

tee Members: 

 

 Roy Bell 

 Michael Brunker 

 Rich DeBolt 

George Gildred  

Wayne Goodermote 

Karen Hutchens  

Sandy Purdon 

Patti Roscoe 

Suzy Spafford 

Tom Vecchione 

 

In early October the Committee will finalize nomi-

nations and recommend the candidates to the 

Board.  On November 18, ballots will be mailed to 

the membership, with a December 4 deadline for 

submission to our election monitor, Moss Adams 

LLP, for tabulation.  The results will be announced 

at the annual Holiday Program on Thursday, De-

cember 19.   Please take a moment and go through 

your Roster.  You will be doing a great service to 

our Club. 

   Dick Troncone 

 



Pictured at left from top to 

bottom: 
 

Betty Peabody gave the 

inspirational moment 
 

Kathy Deal and Geri 

Warnke celebrated 

Shelly Brockett’s 100th 

Birthday 
 

Club 33 Singers Debbie 

Day, Greg Zinser Larry 

Showley, Nikki Anderson, 

Kimberley Layton, 

Solveig Deuprey and 
Suzy Spafford serenaded 

Shelly with a special birth-

day song.  

 

Steve Cushman, John 

Rebelo and Bruce 

Binkowski with fellow 

Holiday Bowl Red Coats. 

 

Steve Cushman chatted 

with Linda Katz at the 

reception. 
 

Pictured at right from top 

to bottom: 

 

Fred Frye, President 

Chuck Pretto and Father 

Joe Carroll congratulated 

Mr. San Diego 2013, 

Steve Cushman. 

 
Steve Cushman delivered 

his acceptance speech. 
 

Jerry Sanders commented 

on Steve’s community 

accomplishments. 

 

Left to right: Betty 

Peabody, Jerry Sanders, 

Steve Cushman, Linda 

Katz and Todd Gloria 

 

Steve celebrated his 

special day with family 

members. 
 

Photos courtesy of  

Paul Nestor 

 

FACES IN THE CROWD AT OUR MEETING 



 

MORE “MR. SAN DIEGO” BY GERI WARNKE 

Continued from page one 

structure. First up was Past SD Mayor Jerry Sanders. His re-

marks centered on Steve's multiple contributions not only to 

civic stability, but also the economic strength brought by the 

convention center championed by Steve. Jerry may have been 

called “boss” by Steve, but Jerry felt clearly that anyone work-

ing with Steve knew who had the perseverance and persistence 

to stay the course. This included being front and center or 

leading from the back. His sage advice has been treasured by 

many over the years.  

     Volunteer Extraordinaire Linda Katz reminded us we are 

"Lucky to be in San Diego"...and that the importance of 

engaging ourselves and our children in the fabric of our city is 

a necessity. She noted the commitment from the Cushman 

Family Foundation over many decades and their active partici-

pation in all things community. Their inter-generational total 

involvement meant that their funds were offered to worthy 

organizations, but as importantly, so was their time.  

     Interim Mayor Todd Gloria came forth to offer his 

thoughts about persistence in the public and the political 

sectors. He has been interested in government since he was a 

young child. He acknowledged that it was hard not to throw 

his hat in the ring for the upcoming mayoral race, but that he 

could not serve his district and his city while launching a time-

consuming campaign. Perhaps for an up-and-coming young 

politician this is the greatest gift he could give to our city. He 

noted that we need stability now, and “who better than the son 

of a maid and a gardener to clean up the mayoral office?”! He 

says that choosing the right priorities will encourage solutions 

to support “the least amongst us” such as the homeless. Poli-

cies need to be in place that are thoughtful and effective. 

     Needing to have the final say, Mr. San Diego once again 

came to the dais to say that his family's 140 years of communi-

ty service has strengthened one generation after another, and 

that he was honored by being recognized as one of our finest 

citizens. He will continue to give as it is part of the culture of 

his family. And for that, he is obviously grateful.  

     President Chuck adjourned a meeting that will be long 

remembered for its inspiring and invigorating messages of 

hope and action.  

     Go find your passion in helping San Diego remain 

America's Finest City! 

 

MORE FACES IN THE CROWD AT OUR MEETING 

Past Mr./Mrs./Ms. Recipients: Sitting, left to right: Yvonne Larsen, Betty Jo Williams and Deborah Szekely 

Standing, left to right: Malin Burnham, George Gildred, Hal Sadler, Mr. San Diego 2013-Steve Cushman, 

Pete Ellsworth, Bishop George McKinney and Cecil Steppe 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s all about Business in this town!  Junior Achievement’s BizTown!  

October 1, 2013 from 5:30-7:30pm, over cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and 
conversation, visit the businesses that kids in our region are managing! You 

may gain some tips for your own business. 

Learn more about JA BizTown from the Founder and our own Rotarian,       
Joanne Pastula 

And special attraction:  you will get a personal preview of the upcoming 

 JA Finance Park, where teens will learn money management, workforce 
readiness and how to own their economic success!  

Please mark October 1 on your calendar now!  

Only $25.00 per person and free parking 

RSVP to: http://www.rotary33.org under Upcoming Events and go to 
www.jasandiego.org for more info and driving directions. 

Cross the bridge to the future for our Kids.   
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